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the series is sponsored by the office of 
the A.M.A.’s Committee on Research of 
the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry. 
Previous articles discussed present day 
methods for the earliest possible diagno- 
sis of cancer of the cervix and stomach, 
and subsequent ones will discuss cancer 
of the breast and the care of the hope- 
lessly ill cancer patient. 


Urge More Enlightened 
Attitude Toward Leprosy 


Increasing interest in leprosy and the 


encouraging number of _ therapeutic 
agents open an entirely new vista to the 
leper, it was stated in the 10/11/52 is- 
sue of the Journal of the American Med- 
ical Association. 

With this improvement in treatment 
must come a more enlightened attitude 
toward this disease, according to Drs. 
George W. Zeluff, Houston, and G. J. 
Hayes, Alvin, Texas, who added: 

“The word leprosy has cast a shadow 
of terror before it since times of an- 
tiquity. Despite the fact that it is far 
less contagious than tuberculosis and less 
prevalent, leprosy is considered a much 
greater hazard by the general public and, 
perhaps by the medical profession.” 


from page 43) 


Leprosy, the doctors said, is a chronic, 
indolent, infectious disease. Only 0.1 
per cent of the total persons afflicted 
with it are found in the United States, 
and the majority of these are found in 
California, Texas, Florida and Louisiana. 
There are 5,000,000 other lepers in the 
poverty-stricken, less enlightened areas 
of the world. The incubation period of 
leprosy varies from one to 10 years, and 
the disease is most frequently found in 
persons in their thirties, 

Recent new advances in chemotherapy 
have made a marked improvement in the 
prognosis of leprosy, the doctors pointed 
out. Although all forms of treatment 
still require months or years, the greater 
efficiency of such drugs as the sulfones 
has radically changed the course and 
future of treatment in early lepresv. 

Some gradual breaches in the wall of 
ignorance, stigma and therapeutic nihil- 
ism that has surrounded the victims of 
this disease, according to the doctors, 
are the medical discharge of a patient 
from the National Leprosarium in Car- 
ville, Louisiana, while still in the com- 
municable stage of the disease, the re- 
moval of the barbed wire from the fence 
around the hospital, and the discharge of 
a patient from the leprosarium after six 
negative bacteriological examinations, in- 
stead of the usual 12. 
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